REMINISCENCES

saw any tendency in Cardinal Manning to judge harshly
of those whom he knew, to emphasise ill-naturedly any
personal defects, or to point too markedly at trivial
foibles. But I should certainly say that Cardinal
Manning was about the last man on whom it would
be quite safe for a pretentious and inflated personage
to try and pass off his own greatness at his own esti-
mate. One of the charms of Cardinal Manning's very
charming conversation was to be found in the fact
that he had this quick and keen perception of character,
and that a slight touch of the satirical occasionally
gave freshness and life to his remarks. I should think
Pascal could hardly have kept himself from uttering
now and then some little phrase of delicate satirical
meaning when speaking of this or that high-placed
personage with whom he had been brought into asso-
ciation. But I never observed any tendency in Cardinal
Manning to undue disparagement of any order of great-
ness, to uncharitable construction of the motives and
purposes of men and women whom he met, to anything
approaching the ignoble desire to make out that what
the world calls great is not so really great after all,
to any feeling, indeed, that was not at the heart of it
genial, gracious, and charitable. It would be super-
fluous to remark that I do not expect all the readers
of these pages to have any sympathy with the opinions,
theological or political, of such a man as Cardinal
Manning, But the man himself was worthy of pro-
found interest, of study, and of admiration from
everyone, whatever his personal opinions, who could
appreciate a noble life. He was the spirit, the soul,
the ideal of mediaeval faith embodied in the form of a
living English scholar and gentleman. I cannot better
conclude this chapter than by adopting the closing
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